
 איתי מק, עו"ד 
Eitay Mack, Advocate 

 محام مِك، ايتاي
 

 

 02-5877744, פקס 02-5877766טל'  ■, ירושלים 28/9רח' כ"ט בנובמבר  
 28/9 November 29 St., Jerusalem ■ Tel 02-5877766, Fax 02-5877744 

eitaymack@gmail.com 
 

March 1, 2023  

To: 

Secretary Antony Blinken 

Secretary of State of the U.S. 

 

Re:  A request to impose Global Magnitsky Sanctions on the State of 

Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu  

 

1. I appeal to you on behalf of the Israeli opposition organizations, movements and 

activists: 

 

The Israeli opposition organizations and movements: 

Looking the Occupation in the Eye, Mothers Against Violence, Machsom 

Watch, Windows – Channels for Communication, Your Neighbor as Yourself 
and Combatants for Peace. 

The Israeli opposition activists: 

 

Michael Benyair, Prof. Eva Illouz, Haim Shadmi, Prof. Orly Benjamin, Shira 

Yahav, Ofra Offer Oren, Prof. Frances Raday, Dr. Hannah Safran, Advocate 

Daniel Hacklai, Raya Yaron, Rabbi Dani Danieli, Dr. Einat Adar, Prof. Daphna 

Golan, Prof. Avshalom C. Elitzur, Dr. Hilla Dayan, Varda Heled, Dr. Laura 

Wharton, Amnon Lotenberg, Jonathan Gillis, Shirli Nadav, Oded Efrati, Nora 

Bendersky, Galia Galili, Norah Orlow, Yair Yahav, Elyahu Avidor, Tamar 

Yaron, Karen Saar, Ronny Wallach, Ariel Moran, Galia Katsir, Dr. Einat 

Lichtinger, Nava Toledano, Orna Yaar, Dr. Shlomo Patia, Judith Harel 

Rabinowitz, Orit Sharon, Dr. Yonat Ivzori, Ana Maria Birgier, Carlos 

Rozenkoff, Dr. Roee Kibrik, Omer Karp, Hagar Dror Maliniek, Yaron Meishar, 

Gina Ben David, Dr. Moshe Shalit, Dr. Orly Nadir, Orna Dov, Kobbi Cohen 

Sagi, Doron Ginzburg, Rina Reich Geller, Prof. Nurit Budinsky, Tzahi 

Shpinner, Tali Goren-Sapir, Erna Kidron, Ruth Judith Danor, Shulamit Bash, 

Assia Leshem, Zvi Leshem, Dr. Doron Avnieli, Ayala Livne, Eveline Geva, 

Amit Sivan, Shahar Shiloach, Uri Sotnik, Ofer Prag, Liav Shapira, Shoshi Ofer, 

Nimrod Kulkin, Shaul Tcherikover, Dr. Boaz  Lev Tov, Dr. Matty Litvak, 

Evelyne Fuchs, Elisha Goldenberg, Michal Klein, Sigal Kook Avivi, Guy 

Poran, Dr. Orit Yaal, Aviva Arnon, Shay Shamai, Yehuda Livni, Leah Chaki, 

Amir Yashfe, Ravit Levi, Daria Lemann-Blumenthal, Noam Leon, Yuval 
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Lotem, Lior Barbash, Hedva Adiri, Meryl Salpeter, Shahar Ajami Navon, Gilad 

Liberman, Noa Rozenkof, Yehuda Lahav, Dr. Sara Benninga, Michal 

Blumenthal, Yael Weisz-Rind, Orna Orin Mor, Ilan Yehuda, Gidon Cafri, 

Doreen Sadeh, Dina Ilan, Guy Ofer, Amit Atir, Roni Atir, Ilana Atir, Peleg Atir, 

Yam Atir, Moti Sadeh, Sharon Huderland, Esther Raz, Dvora Negbi, Yhezkel 

Marom, Jonathan Rind, Haran Zipora, Raphael Gamzou, Talia Tsemel, Einat 

Feuer Shor, Gila Portnoy, Shmuel Tsemel, Dr. Rachel Freudenthal, Tamar Stav, 

Prof. Arieh Shalev, Dr. David Stav, Margo Vardi, Ilana Krieger, Gideon Sella, 

Dafna Bar Yosef, Noga Murdoch, Nir Grinberg, Galit Barak, Efrat Haclili 

Rosner, Maureen Menashe, Magy Cerrone, Dr. Lior Adam, Beniamin Cerrone, 

Isabel Tovi, Dafna Sheer, Yuval Naor, Orit Hadash, David Raviv, Dr. Ori 

Weisel, Shmuel Karp, Alon Garbuz, Taly Cohen, Dr. Noa Ritz, Rafi Palter, 

Amnon Kadman, Refaela Rannan, Daniel Arbell, Betty Perry, Aviv Wiezman, 

Noa Shpitser, Daniella Gordon Friedman, Rabbi Amy Klein, Smadar Shani, 

Irene Vitlis, Orit  Cohn Snir, Prof. Liat Hadar Jacobi, Dr. Iris Zohar, Shmulik 

Katz, Efrat Freimann, Avital Toch Bar-Haim, Ehud Nassau, Adi ilan, Patricia 

Karmieli, Yehonatan Naor, Yair Bunzel, Tamar Lehahn, Yaron Meron, Ruth 

Ilan, Dr. Daniel Ilan, Prof. Yoav Cabantchik, Dr. Diana Dolev, Hana Mosenzon, 

Annelien Kisch, Roman Bronfman, Orit Frankel, Ronen Leshem, Nimrod 

Shapir, Su Schachter, Dr. Asnat Balaban, Edna Priel, Elchanan Blumenthal, 

Michael Shapir, Miriam Telem, Niva Ben-Avi, Shlomo Egozy, Dan Koren, 

Prof. Yehudit Shehori, Mike Roudman, Dr. Atalia Wasserstein, Rivka Tom, 

Shani Sapir, Michal Oren Sadi, Nati Kligler, Dorit Avidor, Aharon Segoly, Ruth 

Lackner Hiller, Gad Vardy, Nava Vardy, Tzachi Sadi, Avi Deul,.,Prof. Ina 

Patish, Rami Pinchover, Igal Naor, Dr. Yair Suari, Hagit Helmer Herman, 

Yuval Niv, Nina Sebba, Teller Michael, Alan Seidner, Hadas Volkman, Ora 

Arad Seidner, Zvi  Fuchs, Hagit Lev Tov, Prof. Amiram Goldblum, Datia Yaar, 

Dr. Hagar Gefen, Hana Mosenzon, Iris Gur, Shaul Amir, Rachel Amir, Nir 

Gordon, Shlomo Cohen, Zipi Cohen, Eyal Shir-Ran, Carmit Roth, Boaz Peled, 

Maya Herman, Merav Rechter, Dr. Jacob Inbar, Sophy Litvin, Israel Scheingut, 

Merom Raizer, Eppler Yossi, Yonatan Dvir, Dr. Tamar Jacoby, Shaul Museri, 

Dan Schwarz, Dr. Itamar Tsur, Harvey Levine, Dr. Rachel Eren, Uri Schaffner, 

Dr. Ranan Carmielli, Ilan Sheinfeld, Prof. Ehud Shapiro, Hilla Soferman 

Harnik, Batya Mazor Hoffman, Prof. Ofer Aharony, Eyal Waldman, Meron 

Dichter, Ran Aroussi, Lital Aroussi, Danny Bar Tal, Uri Arad, Ehud Zemer, 

Prof. Lizy Fireman, Prof. Ran Oren, Aharon Weissbrod, Dafna Winter, David 

Yaffe, Ishay Hadas, Shani Moshe, Sara Meir, Einat Siegelman, Alon Shachar, 

Dalia Prashker, Dr. Rivka Katsnelson, Michael Fuks, Oren Yevnin, Adi 

Veksler, Dorit Avidor, Dr. Dorit Kedar, Tal Alon, Adi Shapiro, Michal Shelef, 

Ron Itzigsohn, Sigalit Peretz, Lary Ecker, Prof. Michal Sharon, Yosef Levy,Orit 

Berenyi Kirchuk, Rita Margalit Shilo, Anat Tsemel, Dikla Oren, Dalia  Hassin, 

Neta Golan, Moshe Seeon feinshtein, Alexander Paz-Goldman, Shelly kim, Dr. 

Yael Apter Levy, Jonathan Sive, Eran Sandler, Dr. Baer Ilan, Shlomit Ben Yon, 

Kobi Izhaki, Sima Kuperman, Shlomit Ben Menachem, Hezi Hakak, Gilad 

Shsike, Adi Frid, Carmi Vazana, Michael  Sive, Ditsa Van Kempen Ayal, 

Sharon Hinkis, Dr. David Oz, Orit Ben David, Pnina Sive,Edith Breslauer, Gal 

Neuman, Yael Git ,Cheryl Saferstein Shaanan, Matan Dari, Yeela Peretz, Tamar 

Paltiel, Dr. Carmel Sher, Daniel Wolbe, Veltzer Doron, Ohad Yarkoni, Libi 
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Royzen, Michal kushnir, Avi Halevi, Prof. Avi Rubin, Sima Kleiman, Amnon 

Peled, Sara Gur, Yuval Peled, Milly Kipnis Shani, Bilha Golan Sündermann, 

Gila Bargil, Shulamit Cohen, Roni Hefetz, Prof. Haggai Ram ,Yael Ziv Hefetz, 

Idit  Simon, Eyal Evron, Moshe Ariel, Oren Kipnis, Michael Lustig, Jonathan 

Maresky, Dr. Sheila Oren, Oded Paporisch, Dalit Kohane, Dr. Lee Shaish, Prof. 

Joseph Guttmann, Dr. ilan Samish, Prof. Uri Bar-Joseph, Miriam  Edry, Haggai 

Shmueli, Noga Glick, Zvia Laor, Zafrir Kochanovsky, Mazi Efendovich, Yael 

Maor, Prof. Eran Makover, Dina  Galor, Nava Harel, Prof. Yonathan Shapir, 

Prof. Jonathan D. Strum, Hanna Koren, Nikki Eylon, Dani Mire, Prof. Ami 

Rokach, Pnina Rokach, Natalie Rokach, Ayelet Ben-Zvi, Elis Goldman, 

Shunamith Carin, Dr. Liora Barash Morgenstern, Gideon de Beer, Matty 

Morgenstern, Tsila Asri, Arnon Orbach, Michal Hadanny Orbach, Michal 

Dankner, Dr. Calin Schapira, Irit Neeman, Hanna Gardosh, Yonat Efron, Almog 

Pail, Elah Alkalay, Margaret Schneebaum, Jemima Kronfeld, Hanna Levanon, 

Dr. Nurit Livnat Levanon, Dr. Daniel Levanon, Elly Neeman, Amira Bar, Mira 

Vardi, Benjamin Regev, Chava Nissimov, Nimrod Nativ, Mordechai Harary, 

Yehuda Porath, Meira Porath, Ilan Bernstein, Haviv Shapira, Prof. Moshe Levi, 

Shai Tamari, Dr. Varda Colin, Dr. Israel Winkler, Rena Yechieli, Dina 

Plitman,Rachel Danor,Ache Ezer Stokelman ,Raz Barak,Naomi Benzer ,Yaron 

Raz, Sima Sason, Dr. Daniel Levanon, Gurion Lotto, Sarah Meron, Ruth Golan, 

David Shavit, Max Weissmann, Dr. Mona Zupnik, Turkenitz  Itzhak, Neta Hizi 

Degany, Judith Shraga, Tsook Hadas, Marina Shmueli, Vardit Goldner, Ziva 

Omri, Michal Cederbaum, Moshe Koren, Yael Birin, Dr. Ilana Beer, Lior 

Gruman, Yael Golan, Laora Goder, Dr. Nimrod Golan, Ofra Yaffe, Zipora 

Ochayon Golan, Leah Head, Yahel Cederbaum, Ruth Almog, Dr. Aryeh Sorek, 

Raya Har Zion, Oran Mei-Ron, Ruth Rosen, Shoshna David, Ruth Sobel 

Luttenberg, Sheila Weinberg, Erez Geron, Dr. Libi Hertzberg, Mira Gal, Nitza 

Yaron, Avraham Yaron, Etty Ezra, Edelstein Sari, Vera Shteingart, Tali Silver, 

Adi Ettie Manzur, Rivi Rochkind, Hezy Ram, Anat Lapidot, Lili Mosnaim, Dr. 

Gady Alon, Dr. Noga Guttman, Annie Baer, Ariel Vardy, Dr. Claudia Kogan, 

Avner Hadas, Joseph Tmim, Ruhama Mishael, Dr. Saul Haimovich, Daniela 

Ben Yaacov, Amos Sne, Joshua Margolin, Michele Perkal ,Nitzan Katzir, 

Hadas Hzanovitz, Dr. Roni Netser, Dr. Amitai Netser, Iris Gavrieli Rahabi, 

Yona Nitsan, Merav Beeri, Laor Lana, Debbie Teubal Moran, Ofer Szyper, Dr. 

Martine Szyper Kravitz, Elisheva Weintraub, Nurit Aviran, Moshe Aviran, Udi 

Krieger, Sara Hamo, Shlomo Slutzky, Yael Manor, Royi Sellek, Lilian 

Mosnaim, Tali Babayoff, Prof. Ido Bruno, Chana Rabinovich, Tamar Litan, Dr. 

Dorit Eldar, Dr. Ricky Cohen, Noa Reggev, Rakefet Eilat Amitay, Tamar Feld, 

Vered Balisyano, Ronit Shachar, Yoram Raz, Gabrielle Bezrukov, Rivka 

Herling, Vlad Bezrukov, Sally Haftel Naveh, Thierry Benloulou, Dorit Gurny, 

Noa Schreibman, Ruth Liss, Noga Shteiman, Tzlil Wayssaltz, Dr. Ayala King, 

Dr. Simone Botti, Hadar Sobol, Dr. Bosmat Cohen, Iris Perach, Dr. Einst 

Cohen, Merav Etrog Bar, Maya Cohen, Kaduri Tamar, Ronit Shichor, Yehuda 

Goldberger, Dr. Shlomit Glickman Sokolover, Eviatar Tron, Keren Robinzon, 

Liat Lustig, Jacob  Lustig, Anat Wiznizer, Eran Daya, Dr. Lynne Solod, Maya 

Stern, Yoel Zanger, Dr. Dalia Sternberg, Ruhama Sharon, Tali Shalem, Yoav 

Beeri, Iris Sinai, Noga Lahat, Noa Brummer, Hadassa Tron, Yael Falk, Avner 

Falk, Michal Brummer, Greenberg Yaron, Dr. Sigal Barak, Shiro Shlomo 
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Moree, Dr. Raphael Zagury-Orly, Uri Meir-Margalit, Ariel Mayer, Dr. Miri 

GIlad, Michal Helman, Ely Maier, Boaz Debby, Yair Matiash, Ofra Or Gavriel, 

Shir Didi, Dr. Shula Gilad, Yoav Eytan, Architect Tom Simon, Ruth Gorfine, 

Dr. Talia Granot, Judy Nickeson, David Nickeson, Dr. Cobi Zer, Gabbay Havi, 

Dr. Simon Korman, Shoham Levy, Liron-Chen Sarid, Ksenia Petrov, Orit 

Ginsburg, Olga Mayer, Motitz Maier, Liron Sandman, Karin Leibovich, Sara 

Ram Schlein, Keren Aharoni, Ady Romach Srebnitskiy, Josef Carel, Zvi Tron, 

Hava Barkai, Tsur Vardit, Lior Geva, Robi Stein, Koren Ruth, Arie Rechtman, 

Anastasia Petrov, Braha Shalita, Roni Eve Laufer, Irit Sandman, Roni Eve 

Laufer, Dr. Inbal Bar Sella, Ahuva Grossman, Daniel Reshef, Rachel Segev, 

Boaz Hadari, Ehud Rosenthal, Shula Bar Kama, Dany Bar Kama, Dor Baz, 

Keren Hirshfeld, Tova Citroen, Deganit Gannon, Tova Ram Grissaru, Ravid 

Ram, Michael Tron, Dr. Yael Rozen, Prof. Tsafrir Leket-Mor, Ayelet Lehavi 

Sinter, Zach Omer, Edit Froim, Liat Moskovitch, Shlomit Matarasso, Ady 

Edelshtein, Shelly Kling, Orit Mardor, Danielle Greenberg, Dr. Orna Landman, 

Aya Amitai Lange, Yarden Matarasso, Hadar Shauli, Moshe Birman, Limor 

Avrahami, Noa Rephaeli, Hanoch Lekach, Prof. Minna Rozen, Paz Israeli, Sarit 

Dobrin, Ofra Gilady, Amnon Zahavi, Yair Porat, Ruth Katz, Hagai katz ,Uri 

Shpatz, Yehuda Cohen, Keren Carmeli, Maya Harel, Jonathan Keinan, Rivka 

Pery, Amos Gvirtz, Amir Israel, Avner Gilady, Tal Stern, Raz LIebermann, 

Yael Mor, Nimrod Mor, Dr. Benjamin Wagner, Guy Ofek, Miriam Tsadok, 

Nahoum Oltchik, Ran Bar-Sella, Dr. Yacov Malinovich, Ofer Albeck, Uri 

Solomonovich, Sigal Kavel, Dorit Flohr, Anat Ben Ari, Nehama Nehab, Irit Ben 

Moshe, Yinon Gilad, Shulamit Abrahami, Miriam Rose Nathan, Nava Harel-

Shoshani, Dr. Yoav Cohen, Noa Schwartz Feuerstein, Carmela Eisen, Gila 

Stein, Michal Steigman-Tirosh, Daniel Harel, Coral Navon, Naor Gilan, Zohar 

Bargil, Shulamith Ofer, Amir Noham, Adam Roon, Donna Ezekiel Clark, Sara 

Umaschi, Yakir Batuch, Millate Batuch, Prof. Ehud Keinan, Michael Hugh 

Steigman, Tom Zayit, Lee Or, Racheli Bar-Or, Mickey Ben Jaacov, Avner 

Shafrir, Shani Siegelman, Oded Bahar, Dr. Jenia Yurkovsky, Yitshak Shemesh, 

Ram Ben Moshe, Thirtsa Ullmann, Lea Karniely, Gershon Elazar, Amira 

Saunders, Avi Sela, Rachel Heffetz, Yitzhak Meishar, Aya Uri Hadari, Dr. Mor 

Svorai, Amnon Ascher, Moshe Fort, Smadar Schindler, Yona Kidron Shalev, 

Orna Yakar, Ehud Epstein, Abigail Neumann, Dr. Yehoshua Mathias, Merav 

Ofer, Uri Eisen, Daniel Elroi, Birgit Naor, Lea Kedem, Hagit Brumberg, Nurit 

Diamant Gahtan, Zohar Gal, Lior Moyal, Orit Shacham, Dr. Ilan Yosub, Hadar 

Malach, Gideon Yairi, Zohar Zamir, Dr. Shira Louria, Raya Rotem, Guy 

Butavia, Dr. Tzvia Shapira, Daphne Banai, Chaya Offek, Yuval Niv, Tamar 

Cohen and myself. 

  

2. The fast sliding of the State of Israel into a full dictatorship, since the last 

elections on November 1, 2022, proves how accurate was the claim published 

by the State Department's Bureau of International Narcotics and Law 

Enforcement Affairs that: "corruption is one of the most pervasive types of 

crime: it fuels transnational crime, wastes public resources, destabilizes 

countries, and impedes good governance. Authoritarian countries and those 

veering towards authoritarianism increasingly weaponize corruption to 

perpetuate power at home and undermine democracy around the world".  
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3. As will be explained in detail below, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

weaponizes corruption to perpetuate his power and undermine democracy. His 

actions in recent years are a clear example of the corruption’s ability to corrode 

democracy, and clearly justify imposing sanctions on him according to the 

Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, enacted in December 

2016. 

 

4. After PM Netanyahu was investigated and charged for corrupt acts that resulted 

in illicit personal gain, he started to obsessively attack Israel’s democratic 

institutions, which were flawed and unstable from the beginning because of 

various political and historical reasons, and therefore an easy target for PM 

Netanyahu. 

 

5. It is important to note that the corrupt acts with which PM Netanyahu is accused 

directly harmed the democratic institutions of Israel, because according to the 

indictments they were related to the abuse of his official power while harming 

the independence of the media and regulators in Israel. 

 

6. In the first years PM Netanyahu attacked the democratic institutions in Israel, 

with the aim of weakening them, and deliberately caused a political crisis that 

led to five general elections in four years.  

 

7. Since the last election, PM Netanyahu is no longer working to weaken 

democratic institutions, but simply to abolish them completely or make them 

totally hollow. In a series of bills that his government is promoting, PM 

Netanyahu is working to abolish the independence and professionalism of the 

courts, law enforcement agencies, the public service and the media, and put all 

of them under the absolute and direct control of his government. 

 

8. Specifically, the known legislative changes that PM Netanyahu advances 

include: to put the process of appointing judges under the absolute control of 

the government, to allow the Knesset (which the government controls) to 

override decisions of the Supreme Court, to give members of the Knesset the 

power to shield legislation from judicial review, to direct the Supreme Court not 

to use certain standards in reviewing government enactments, to turn otherwise 

binding legal advice by government lawyers into advisory opinions, to close or 

abolish the independence of the Public Broadcasting Corporation, to transfer the 

Department of Internal Police Investigations to the direct management of a 

minister in the government and also allow it to prosecute public prosecutors, 

and many more. 

 

9. The problem is not only with each proposal individually, but with the entirety 

of the proposals. The former chief justice of Israel, Aharon Barak, compared the 

raft of bills to a “tank putsch”. The current President of the Supreme Court, 

dozens of retired Supreme Court judges and presidents, and thousands of legal 

experts and academics, former government ministers and public figures in Israel 

have warned that this is a transition to an undemocratic regime. Among them is 

the former General Attorney Avichai Mandelblit, who was appointed to the 



6 

 

position in the previous PM Netanyahu government and filed the indictments 

against PM Netanyahu, who said that "if there is no independent judicial system, 

it's over. It's something else, it's a different system of government, a different 

system of regime." 

 

10. This is not a theoretical threat. Already, in the last two weeks, dangerous parts 

of bills in a “judicial reform” package have passed in the Knesset Legislation 

Committee and in the first vote in the Knesset plenum. PM Netanyahu appointed 

a supporter of the late Rabbi Meir Kahana, who was convicted for terrorist 

activities in Kahana's organization, Itamar Ben-Gvir, as Minister of National 

Security, and amended the legislation so that Minister Ben-Gvir will be the 

official commander of the police and responsible for all law enforcement 

operations in Israel. Minister Ben-Gvir and other senior members in the 

government and coalition have repeatedly delegitimized the opposition and 

anti-dictatorship protesters, calling for them to be deprived of their liberties and 

for the police to use illegal and disproportionate force against them. Recently, 

PM Netanyahu also appointed Minister Ben-Gvir to head a team to combat 

"incitement", whose real role will obviously be to censor the opposition protest 

and incriminate citizens who refuse to remain silent. 

 

11. In addition, PM Netanyahu's close associates, including his son Yair Netanyahu, 

are conducting a campaign of incitement and fake news against officials in the 

Ministry of Justice, the prosecutor's office, the police and the judicial system, 

who were or are still involved in the investigations and in his trial, in order to 

threaten and blackmail them. This caused the deployment of personal security 

guards in view of the physical threats against some of them. 

 

12. Not only will the Netanyahu government's bills allow the most extreme right-

wing government in the history of the State of Israel to carry out widespread 

human rights abuse and repression, these bills, once passed, will further open 

doors for endless corruption, both by the government and Knesset members. 

Lacking independent courts, prosecution, police and media, as well as minimal 

defense of rights to equality and freedom of expression and information – 

corruption will be institutionalized and will be an integral part of the 

‘governing’ system in Israel. 

 

13. For example, when PM Netanyahu's government promotes a bill by which 

government ministers will actually be their own legal advisers, take upon 

themselves to decide the right interpretation of the law and not be subject to a 

different legal opinion, the government ensures that contractual bonds, tenders, 

and allocation of budgets, licenses and jobs reach and benefit the supporters of 

the ruling party and its chief members. This way there will be no need for 

annulling the offense in the Israeli Penal Code of “deceit and breach of trust” 

(PM Netanyahu is accused of violating it), since each minister will be appointed 

by the “law” to determine what is right and what is wrong, and could never be 

considered deceitful or of breaching anyone’s trust. 
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14. There is no dispute among the opposition, as well as among many former senior 

officials in the political and judicial system, that PM Netanyahu's moves are 

related to his criminal trial and his desire to stop or cancel it. Things are also 

clear in light of the fact that until the opening of the investigations and the filing 

of the indictments against him, PM Netanyahu publicly opposed exactly the 

same bills that he is promoting now. 

 

15. The Global Magnitsky Act provides the U.S. executive branch with standing, 

global authority to impose targeted sanctions against specific persons, including 

foreign government officials in countries with which the United States 

otherwise shares important bilateral relations. The Act authorizes the 

government to impose economic sanctions (asset blocking and prohibitions on 

transactions) and visa restrictions.  

 

16. With regard to PM Netanyahu's corruption, sanctions should be imposed on him 

for being "responsible for, or complicit in, ordering, controlling, or otherwise 

directing, acts of significant corruption, including the expropriation of private 

or public assets for personal gain, corruption related to government contracts or 

bribery", as detailed in the indictments against him. 

 

17. With regard to PM Netanyahu's policy effect on human rights by making Israel 

a full dictatorship, sanctions should be imposed on him for facilitating the 

violations of internationally recognized human rights of public servants (as 

public prosecutors, police investigators, judges, Knesset members from the 

opposition parties and others) or opposition members who seek to "expose 

illegal activity carried out by government officials” or “obtain, exercise, defend, 

or promote internationally recognized human rights and freedoms, such as the 

freedoms of religion, expression, association, and assembly, and the rights to 

fair trials and democratic elections.”   

 

18. Again, this is not theoretical. His son, Yair Netanyahu, attacked "seniors in the 

prosecutor's office and the police", and hinted that they deserve the death 

penalty: "They sewed up cases against the elected prime minister, it was called 

a coup - and it's treason. Everyone is invited to enter the law book of the State 

of Israel and look at what the punishment for treason is, and it is not prison." 

 

19. The bills that PM Netanyahu is promoting will turn the State of Israel into a 

full-fledged dictatorship, and will abolish all legal protections in Israel for 

human and civil rights that are recognized, among in other documents, in 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

20. In reviewing the State Department's list of those who have been sanctioned in 

recent years, it is clear that there is no justification for excluding PM Netanyahu. 

The list includes senior officials all over the world, who were involved in 

corruption and damage to democratic institutions, including in countries that are 

allies of the U.S.: Bulgarian government officials, Paraguay’s Former President 

and current Vice President, ministers and congressmen in El Salvador and 
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Guatemala, former President of Guinea, government officials, minister and 

Chief of Staff in Liberia, Cambodian government officials, and many more.   

 

21. Because of everything explained above, we ask you to act without delay to 

implement the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, on PM 

Netanyahu as a perpetrator of corruption and serious human rights abuses. 

 

 

Eitay Mack, Adv.  


