Avera Mengistu (Hebrew: אברה מנגיסטו; born in 1991) is an Israeli Ethiopian Jew from Ashkelon, reportedly held by Hamas authorities in Gaza Strip at least since October 2014.

Media reports

In January 2015, pan-Arabist satellite television channel Al Mayadeen reported[1] that Hamas holds an Israeli Jewish prisoner of Ethiopian origin who was swept out to sea, and ended up on Gaza shore. The report did not name the man, and did not say how long he has been in captivity. In April 2015, the military affairs reporter of Kol Yisrael's Arabic-language radio station told a Palestinian radio station that Qassam Brigades may be holding an Israeli civilian. He said he can't elaborate on this, due to Israeli Military Censor's rules.[2]
In may 2015, Jordanian newspaper Ad-Dustour reported that Hamas negotiates with Israel about a possible prisoner exchange deal involving "a body of an Israeli soldier who is a Falasha Jew"[3] (Neither Oron Shaul nor Hadar Goldin, the IDF soldiers whose bodies or body parts are reportedly held by Hamas, are of Ethiopian origin). A few weeks later, American news website Mint Press News Identified the captive as Ashkelon resident Avera Mengistu (aged 24), and reported that as of October 2014 he has been held for several weeks. The report said Avera’s father, Aylin, was "saddened and frustrated by the experience, and almost lost all hope".[4]
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