Affidavit
I, signed below, name here, holder of identity document no. id here after having been warned that it is my responsibility to say the truth and that I will be subject to the penalties prescribed under the law if I fail to do so, declare the following:

1. At the end of the month of June I served in reserve service along the Egyptian border in the zone of "Har Harif."
2. Soon after I arrived to the zone, I underwent a briefing by the reserve soldiers who served before us they told us about a new protocol/procedure to stop the infiltrators by placing IDF forces inside Egyptian territory (hundreds of meters from the Israeli border) at a point where it is possible to view the arrival of individuals before they arrive to the border.
3. Reservists that served before us shared with us from their experience that when they tried to stop the infiltrators by force, they responded by escaping and that it was difficult to control them. In light of this, they recommended that we give them the illusion that they have arrived to the territory of Israel by not using aggressive behavior, displays of tension, or threats with our weapons. They suggested that we receive those that come with the blessing "Welcome to Israel," to act friendly, to ask the purpose for their arrival, to offer food and water and to promise them that a bus will arrive soon to take them.
4. In addition, we were told that when the infiltrators discover that they are being returned to the hands of the Egyptians they oppose the return with force, they go wild, and try to escape. In light of this, they suggested to us that at the time of the returns, there should be many of our forces present on site.
5. We were told that this is being done in coordination with higher ranks up to the Brigade level and that this has won the praise of the highest ranks, including civil ranks, regarding the success in preventing the entry of infiltrators into Israel.
6. A few days afterwards, I participated myself in an action like this on the other side of the border. In that incident many people arrived and we did not see the arrival of most of them in time, so they succeeded in crossing the border into Israel. We succeeded to catch three people, one of them, who was a young youth, was injured on his leg, and two of his friends were supporting him. We performed the protocol to verify that they do not present a security threat ("acquittal protocol") and afterwards they told us that they are from Eritrea.

7. The catching of the three occurred in the early morning, a few tens of meters from the border, inside the Egyptian territory. We guarded the three a few hours and afterwards we marched them along the border (on the Egyptian side) a few kilometers until the point where we were supposed to hand them to the Egyptian forces. We were careful to walk all the way on the Egyptian side of the border (there are visible border stones, in parts there is a fence (old one) and today they are constructing infrastructure for the building of the border barrier and the fence's route is marked with pegs.)

8. When we arrived to the "point of return," a representative of the Liaison Unit arrived to the place as well as commanders ranking at the Brigade level and after a connection was made with the Egyptian police, via yelling, we transferred the three to their hands.
9. During the event and during the walk questions arose among us about the correctness of the action and its morality. At the end of the action, the commanders gathered the force and dealt with our questions regarding morality and legality. Mainly they said that although it is not pleasant to do this, from a legal perspective the action was legitimate as there are no testimonies about abuse or shooting by the Egyptian police on returnees. The commanders stated that it was carried out in coordination with the Egyptian commanding ranks that receive in advance the number of people that we transfer to the hands of the Egyptian police (so that there is supervision on the number of people that the policemen are supposed to bring to the base).

10. In additional briefings throughout my period in reserve duty, the "Hot Returns procedure" was mentioned and we were told that this procedure was stopped by the initiative of the government because of clashes with international treaties and that the present solution is legitimate and was checked for its legality by professionals.
11. In an additional event that I participated in, I was called to guard a group of about 40 people, including 30 men and another 10 women, female adolescents, girls, and one baby. They were arrested throughout the night by our forces in a deep valley inside Egypt. I arrived during the day. The group sat on the ground and we guarded around them. I guarded there 8 hours during the day, Brigade level ranking commanders also arrived to the place. They told us that we are waiting for the arrival of the Egyptians to a close road and there we will carry out the return. As the group was caught at a steep point that is far from the regular return point, it was not possible to march the group as we had done the previous time.

12. From updates that we received and testimonies of my fellows from my unit, I know that the group sat in the same place at least 48 hours in an open desert area and heat without any shade cover. We provided them with water and food and the children and baby were checked by a medic.
13. In this case, the coordination with the Egyptians did not succeed, a lot of time passed, and in one of the nights the group dispersed. Part of it was caught again on the Egyptian side and returned to the hands of the Egyptians. Most of the group arrived in Israel, crossed the border and was boarded on a vehicle.

14. During my service on the border, I participated in an additional event whereby a group of 40 men arrived and later identified as Sudanese. I will mention that an orderly and individual questioning was not conducted, we did not check the personal documents of the people we apprehended, no forms were filled out and names were not recorded. All that we did was ask the people what was their country of origin, how they arrived, and how many people were in the group.
15. In this case, by the initiative of forces at the Company level, we decided to march the group at night (from the experience we attained until then, waiting throughout the night wears down the force, arouses objections among the infiltrators, and walking during the hours of the day is difficult and burdensome because of the heat). The return was conducted in the morning. Many of our forces arrived to the place, including police that were there to deal with manifestations of violence or attempts to escape.

16. Indeed, at the moment the Sudanese saw the Egyptian police, there were clear objections from their side. The first one that was requested to stand up objected with force and the Israeli policemen held him with force and passed him to the hands of the Egyptian police. Those after him already understood that there is no reason to object and they were sent by us one-by-one to the hands of the Egyptian police.

17. I will mention that in both of the returns that I participated in there was no Egyptian officer present at the place, rather only policemen.

                         signaturesignature
___________________________________

Signature of the Person Giving the Affidavit

Attorney's Approval
I, signed below, Attorney Anat Ben-Dor, registered number 14118, approve that today, 27 July 2012, came before me, at the offices at the University of Tel Aviv, Mr namehere that identified himself to me with his identity document , number idnumber and after I warned him that he is responsible to say the truth and that he will be subjected to punishment as in the law if he fails to do so, he approved the accuracy of his affidavit and signed it before me.
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