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By Jonathan Lis

A new law governing military 
and national service could be just 
days away from completion, Vice 
Prime Minister Moshe Ya’alon 
said yesterday, shortly after he 
was appointed head of a task 
force to draft the legislation.

Likud MKs voted unanimously 
yesterday to accept Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s pro-
posal to support the principles 
laid out by a committee headed by 
MK Yohanan Plesner  (Kadima ) on 
expanding the pool of conscripts. 
Netanyahu disbanded the com-
mittee in the wake of objections 
from the ultra-Orthodox, who had 
been largely exempt from con-

scription under the previous law, 
but he backtracked when his de-
cision threatened to spark a coali-
tion crisis and proved unpopular 
with the public.

Some 20,000 people attended a 
rally in Tel Aviv Saturday night 
to demand a universal draft that 
would include ultra-Orthodox 
Jews and Israeli Arabs.

Ya’alon, who was appointed to 
the task force by Netanyahu, met 
with Plesner for the first time 
yesterday to discuss the new law. 
It is meant to replace the Tal Law, 
which the High Court of Justice 
has ruled unconstitutional and 
so cannot be renewed when it ex-
pires August 1.

“We have a historic opportunity 

before us on a matter that is like 
a bleeding wound in Israeli soci-
ety − equality in the security, civil 
and economic realms,” Ya’alon 
said before meeting with Plesner. 
“We plan, with due deliberation, 
to draft a law in the coming days 
that will express this historic mo-
ment while avoiding societal and 
national rifts.”

Plesner said he hoped the law 
would be drafted within two days 
and brought before the Ministe-
rial Committee for Legislation on 
Wednesday. It would then come 
before the MKs early next week.

Netanyahu also wants to see 
the matter settled by the end of 
the month, before the Tal Law 
expires and the Knesset begins 

its summer recess.
Idan Miller, who heads the 

pro-universal conscription group 
Hamahane Hameshutaf, said he 
was dubious but hopeful.

“As we already know, the 
prime minister changes his mind 
in the wake of public pressure, 
and he realizes that the par-
ticipants [at the Saturday night 
rally] included a fair amount of 
his electorate, and that there’s a 
demand that cuts across left and 
right,” he said. “If he doesn’t take 
a serious step and bring about the 
conscription of Haredim and then 
Arabs, his voters will settle their 
account with the prime minister 
in the future.”

Not everyone agrees about 

what the law should entail. Ple-
sner wants his suggestions − such 
as the guideline that 80 percent 
of draft-age ultra-Orthodox men 
should be performing military or 
national service by 2016 − to be-
come law without any significant 
changes along the way, but the 
coalition is considering softening 
his proposals.

Coalition doubts

Some coalition members ex-
pressed doubt yesterday over 
whether they would secure a 
majority. Yisrael Beiteinu says it 
plans to vote against the law be-
cause it doesn’t resolve the issue 
of Israeli Arabs’ conscription, 

though the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice said it expects the party to 
abstain from voting or walk out of 
the vote rather than actively op-
pose the law.

Arab MKs will be waiting to 
see whether the new law takes 
on the Plesner approach of not 
going into detail on the possible 
conscription of Israeli Arabs or 
whether there is a significant 
change in the status quo, in which 
case, one said, it would “lead to a 
face-off.” The Higher Arab Mon-
itoring Committee will meet this 
week to discuss how to oppose 
any plans to draft Israeli Arabs, 
without getting into a confronta-
tion with the right.

The ultra-Orthodox parties are 

expected to vote against the con-
scription law − and perhaps even 
to quit the coalition − because 
their constituents don’t want to 
join the army. Even some mem-
bers of Kadima, which has been 
a vocal supporter of such a law, 
said they would vote against it for 
being too lenient.

Under Plesner’s recommenda-
tions, Haredim could defer ser-
vice until 22, their military or 
national service would be 24 or 18 
months  (compared with the norm 
of three years for men ), and 1,500 
yeshiva students a year would be 
granted a lifetime service exemp-
tion.

Jack Khoury and Gili Cohen 
contributed to this report.

Ya’alon and Plesner to draw up new conscription law ‘within two days’

Reuters
Trucks carrying refugees and their belongings to the Yusuf Batil refugee camp in South Sudan earlier this month.

By Vered Lee

South Sudan is marking the first an-
niversary of its independence today, but 
members of the Sudanese community 
in Israel seem to be in no mood to cel-
ebrate.

Natalina, 46, a single mother of three, 
was rushing about in the heat in Tel Aviv 
yesterday between her former employer 
and aid agency offices, in an effort to 
get money which she said her employer 
owes her.

“I’m going home to South Sudan at the 
beginning of next month and I’m trying 
to fight for my salary, which my Israeli 
employer doesn’t want to pay,” she said, 
in despair.

“South Sudan will be celebrating its 
first year of independence tomorrow but 
I don’t feel like I have any strength to cel-
ebrate,” she said. “We’re all broken: A lot 
of our friends have been expelled, every-
one is running after employers who don’t 
pay and disappear. Who’s in the mood to 
celebrate independence?”

Natalina fled Sudan 20 years ago. She 
spent 15 years in Egypt and five years 
ago escaped to Israel, believing that 
her refugee status would be recognized 
here.

“I wouldn’t even recognize Sudan,” 
she continued. “My memories are very, 
very weak and blurred. I don’t know how 
I’ll start my life there.”

Last year the community celebrated 
independence openly and emotionally. 
There were parties and dancing and the 
joy was obvious. Now all that’s obvious is 
their gloom and apprehension.

“We’re busy packing suitcases and 
parting from friends and many good 
people that we know,” said Theresa, 37, 
a mother of six who is returning to South 
Sudan next Wednesday. “Everyone’s 
very sad. We’re not celebrating anything; 
we’re too busy packing.

“I’m happy and excited to be going 
back,” she added. “There’s no person 
who doesn’t miss his homeland. But we 
understand from friends that have gone 
back to Sudan that it’s hard there. We’re 
afraid, but we have no choice.”

“Maybe we’ll celebrate in a modest 
way,” said Gabriel, 29, who has lived 
here for five years, and has been one 
of the primary spokesman for the local 
Darfurian community.

He thought for a minute and said, 
“The new Sudan is like Israel in 1948: 
You’re happy that you have a state, but 
so much is happening and the situation 

seems very fragile and moving toward 
confrontation. There’s no economy, 
there’s hunger and a lack of water and a 
high morbidity rate.

“We are interested in returning but we 
would have expected the Jewish people 
to allow us to return gradually. To help us 
go home in a respectable way,” he said.

Susan, 25, the mother of a two year-
old, said the news they were getting from 
South Sudan was very unclear.

“There’s fear that war will break out. 
We’re already burdened with the trauma 
of the [previous civil] war and the wan-
dering from South Sudan to northern Su-
dan, to Egypt and then to Israel. We want 
quiet. We want a safe place.”

Susan’s 46-year-old mother, however, 
recently received a visa to remain in 
Israel. Susan is still waiting for the au-
thorities to decide whether she can stay 
as well.

“If they don’t let me stay here, then 
my family will be torn apart again,” she 
said. “I didn’t even spend five years in 
South Sudan. I want to stay here until the 
situation in my country is safe.”

According to Orit Marom, coordina-
tor of public activities for Assaf, a group 

‘Who’s in the mood to celebrate?’
Local South Sudanese migrants are too distraught over their uncertain 

fate to mark the first anniversary of their country’s independence

By Barak Ravid

Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority are negotiating over 
Israeli moves that would pave 
the way for a meeting between 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and PA President 
Mahmoud Abbas.

According to two Israeli 
sources and two Western dip-
lomats, who asked not to be 
named because of the sensi-
tivity of the issue, Netanyahu 
has expressed willingness to 
release initially some 25 Pal-
estinian prisoners convicted 
of the murder of Israelis and 
another 100 prisoners by the 
end of 2012.

All four diplomats con-
firmed that Netanyahu’s rep-
resentative, Isaac Molho, was 
representing Israel in contacts 
with the PA’s negotiations chief 
Saeb Erekat.

Molho and Erekat met last 
week in Jerusalem for several 
hours and have also spoken by 
phone a few times.

The Palestinians have set 
two conditions for a meeting 
with Netanyahu. The first is 
the release of 123 prisoners 
incarcerated in Israel since 
before the Oslo Accords. Most 
of these prisoners are Fatah 
members who have now been 
in prison for between 25 and 35 
years, after being convicted of 
involvement in terror attacks 
in which Israelis were killed. 
The second condition is that 
the PA security forces in the 
West Bank be supplied with 
new weapons.

Molho reportedly told Er-
ekat that Israel would make no 
gestures before a Netanyahu-
Abbas meeting took place, but 
would agree to announce such 
concessions after, and perhaps 

even during, such an encoun-
ter.

Israel said any gestures it 
takes would have to be imple-
mented over a period of a few 
months.

The Israeli sources and the 
diplomats said Netanyahu is 
apparently willing to begin 
a gradual release of the pris-
oners the Palestinians want 
freed, beginning with 25 and 
releasing the rest in four 
groups by the end of the year.

Netanyahu is also said to 
be willing to provide weapons 
to the Palestinian security 
forces, particularly because 
Israel’s defense establishment 
supports such a move.

Over the past weeks, the 
PA’s security forces conduct-
ed a major operation in the 
northern West Bank, arresting 
hundreds of Fatah activists 
who had joined the PA security 
forces after being pardoned 
by Israel, but then returned 
to criminal activities. The PA 
also confiscated numerous il-
legal weapons.

Netanyahu wants the new 
weapons to be provided gradu-
ally to the PA; for every old or 
unusable weapon returned to 
Israel, the Palestinians will re-
ceive a new one and ammuni-
tion, which Jordan has agreed 
to supply.

Israel would then be pre-
pared to consider allowing the 
PA to take delivery on a num-
ber of armored vehicles that 
Russia donated a few years 
ago to the PA, which have 
since been in storage in a base 
in Jordan.

Israel has refused a Pales-
tinian request that machine 
guns be mounted on the ve-
hicles.

Netanyahu has also pro-

posed an improved mecha-
nism for cooperation between 
the finance ministries of Is-
rael and the PA, to streamline 
the collection of taxes which 
Israel collects on behalf of the 
PA in keeping with bilateral 
agreements. In this way, the 
PA will receive another NIS 50 
million a month, which it des-
perately needs.

The method of cooperation 
was agreed on a few months 
ago, but Israel has so far re-
fused to implement it.

The Palestinians are at this 
point said to be in no hurry to 
agree to Netanyahu’s proposal; 
they are concerned that after 
the initial stage of prisoner re-
lease Israel will find excuses 
not to carry out the other four. 
The Palestinians also say Isra-
el’s proposal for the exchange 
of old weapons for new ones 
is “humiliating,” and does not 
meet their security needs.

Netanyahu’s office denied 
yesterday that negotiations 
were underway with Abbas 
over a meeting in exchange 
for a prisoner release or 
other gestures. However, the 
premier said last week dur-
ing a meeting of the Knesset 
Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Committee that he could see 
the Palestinians were increas-
ingly ready for talks with Is-
rael, even if they would not be 
defined as diplomatic negotia-
tions per se.

Netanyahu told the Knes-
set committee the Palestinians 
were less and less insistent 
about their preconditions, al-
though chances were slim that 
talks would move ahead be-
fore the American presiden-
tial elections in November.

Netanyahu willing 
to free terrorists 
to kick-start stalled 
peace negotiations
Israel hopes gesture will persuade 
Palestinian President Abbas to meet

By Amir Oren

Attorney General Yehuda 
Weinstein is due to announce 
a decision soon to close a case 
involving accusations by an 
ex-Mossad chief that a for-
mer head of Military Intel-
ligence leaked the true iden-
tity of an alleged Egyptian 
double-agent. The agent’s 
warnings in 1973 of the im-
pending Yom Kippur War 
spurred Israel’s government 
to take defensive action.

The MI chief during 
that war, Eli Zeira, and the 
Mossad chief at the time, 
Zvi Zamir, have been trad-
ing accusations for years, 
with Zamir accusing Zeira 
of responsibility for leaking 
the name of Ashraf Marwan 
as the ostensible master spy 
who, on October 5, 1973, met 
with his handler, Dubi Ash-
erov and with Zamir. At that 
time Marwan apparently 
told the two that Egypt and 
Syria were going to launch a 
war on Israel the following 
day.

Marwan died on June 27, 
2007, after a fall from the 
balcony of his London home. 
Some suggest that he was 
pushed off the balcony.

Zamir and two former MI 
officers − Brig. Gen.  (ret. ) 
Amos Gilboa and Col.  (ret. ) 
Yossi Langotsky − suspect 
that it was Zeira’s actions 
that led to the exposure of 
Marwan, who was married to 
the daughter of Egypt’s for-
mer president, Gamal Abdel 
Nasser.

Marwan’s warning, which 
he delivered to Zamir at a 
meeting in London, was prob-
lematic because he had wait-
ed hours and perhaps days be-
fore delivering it, and because 
he said that Egypt’s president 
at the time, Anwar Sadat, was 
99 percent certain about go-
ing to war, although there was 
still 1-percent doubt.

The great unanswered 
question over the years was 
whether Marwan’s warning 
was a subtle message from 
Sadat to Prime Minister Gol-
da Meir which was intended 
to prevent bloodshed, or an 
attempt to drag Israel into a 
preemptive strike that would 
present Jerusalem as the ag-
gressor.

Marwan’s warning had 
a fateful impact on Israel’s 
decision-makers. Until it 
was received, Meir, Defense 
Minister Moshe Dayan and 
Israel Defense Forces Chief 
of Staff David Elazar had not 
convinced by similar warn-
ings that Meir had received 
from Jordan’s King Hussein 
on September 25, or from 
from agents in Egypt. Nor 
did the hasty departure from 
Egypt of Soviet advisers and 
their families in late Septem-
ber and early October con-
vince Israel’s leaders that 
war was imminent. The aerial 
photos of Egypt’s emergency 
deployment along the Suez 
Canal were also not taken as 
conclusive evidence of immi-
nent war.

Never-ending war

AG to shut 
case against 
ex-MI chief 
accused of 
outing spy

By Revital Hovel

A Ra’anana city council 
member is calling on Mayor 
Nahum Hofree to dismiss the 
city’s chief rabbi for saying 
participants in the gay pride 
rally held Friday were “forc-
ing improper and twisted 
norms on the public.”

Rabbi Yitzhak Peretz, a for-
mer Shas minister, made the 
comments in a letter distrib-
uted to Ra’anana synagogues 
before the rally.

“It’s not enough that they’re 
not ashamed of their deeds, 
which undermine the basis of 
human ethics, but they even 
take pride in them ... thereby 
poisoning the public atmo-
sphere and negatively influ-

encing our cherished youth,” 
wrote Peretz.

If drug addicts were to 
stage their own pride parade, 
he added, “would everyone 
then greet them out of a sense 
of openness, tolerance and 
pluralism?”

The municipality said in a 
statement that it would con-
sider asking Peretz to clarify 
his comments.

But city council member 
Shai Even, of the Meretz par-
ty, wants the city to go further 
than that.

“Someone who insults com-
munities in the city like that 
is not fit to hold a public posi-
tion, and I expect the mayor, 
who was also at the event, to 
condemn Peretz and show 

him the door,” said Even.
Elad Wolf, the social net-

work coordinator for Israel 
Hofshit, an advocacy group 
supporting pluralism and 
freedom of religion, said the 
fact that Peretz receives a 
public salary indicates that 
something is rotten in the city 
of Ra’anana.

“The statements of some-
one who benefits from a sal-
ary paid by the taxpayer 
prove that rot is continuing 
to permeate the city that used 
to be a symbol of pluralism,” 
said Wolf. “Below the surface 
there are radical and unen-
lightened groups attempting 
to conceal the existence of 
communities and popula-
tions in the city in the name of 

primitiveness.”
Hofree bowed to criticism 

last month and canceled the 
planned gay pride parade, 
replacing it with a smaller-
scale rally that took place in a 
department store parking lot. 
He said he believes in “coexis-
tence and tolerance between 
the various groups living 
and operating in Ra’anana” 
and opposes “any statement 
that is liable to insult any of 
them.”

Baruch Oren, who heads 
Shisha Tzvaim, the group that 
organized the pride event, 
said Peretz’s letter was filled 
with “ignorance and hatred” − 
an attitude that he said makes 
some people feel compelled 
“to hide in the closet.”

Councilman asks Ra’anana mayor to 
ax chief rabbi over homophobic rhetoric
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Nir Keidar
TRAVELING HOPEFULLY: Members of the Israeli Olympic delegation who gathered yesterday 
in Tel Aviv for a group photo. Among them was sprinter Donald Sanford, who last week became the 
37th member of the delegation. (See Page 10 for profile of Sanford.)
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