

The Dead Man in Room 317
http://www.welt.de/print/wams/vermischtes/article11100651/Der-Tote-in-Zimmer-317.html 
By Dirk Banse and Lucas Wiegelmann "Welt am Sonntag" (The World)
After one of the biggest political scandals of the postwar period, on October 11, 1987 Schleswig-Holstein Prime Minister Uwe Barschel was found dead in the bathtub of a Geneva hotel. Was it murder? The opinion of a Swiss toxicologist suggests several professional criminals. The trail leads to Israel
The offer made him angry. "Money isn’t the issue," the mysterious stranger had said, but Barschel didn’t want money. He wanted his reputation back. The politician was incensed. He had approached the man: He would have nothing further to do with him if didn’t deliver evidence that would exculpate Barschel. The stranger had said he just needed to fetch something and had left the hotel room. Now the former Prime Minister was sitting alone in his chair sipping Beaujolais, which the stranger had brought to the room. He was probably thinking: what had gone wrong in recent months. What mistakes he had committed. And that this odd stranger who seemed to know so much and had offered to help him might be able to put his life back together.
About an hour later, the hit team arrived.
There were five of them. When they opened the door to room 317 of the Geneva “Beau Rivage” Hotel, Barschel was already lying on the floor, passed out from sleeping pills which had been mixed into the wine. Professionally the assassins ended the life of the 43-year-old politician: They turned him over, head at the foot of the bed, and put a lubricated rubber tube in his mouth and delivered lethal doses of a combination of different drugs.
Then they stripped him of his trousers, two of them held his legs up while a third inserted a suppository with a strong sedative. It would increase the toxic effect of other substances. When they had put on his pants again and waited a while, they dragged their unconscious victim to the bathtub which had already been filled with ice water and put him in. A few minutes later, after experiencing violent spasms, Uwe Barschel was dead. The five killers did not leave until they had cleaned up the room, erasing any traces. This bore the signature of professionals from the Israeli secret service, the Mossad.
http://www.amazon.com/Geheimakte-Mossad-Victor-Ostrovsky/dp/3442126584 
http://www.amazon.com/Other-Side-Deception-Exposes-Mossads/dp/0061093521 

This is how former Mossad agent Victor Ostrovsky describes the night of November 10th and 11th 1987 in his book "The Other Side of Deception,” which was released in 1994. Ostrovsky says that Barschel was a threat to Israeli agents and this is why he was murdered. He claims to have heard this from other agent colleagues. But did Barschel really die this way?
Until now Ostrovsky’s dramatic account was only one of countless conspiracy theories surrounding the mysterious death of Uwe Barschel. The Barschel investigators questioned him but he could not prove any of his claims. The idea of a professional team of murderers was just too spectacular and Ostrovsky’s details just sounded too bizarre. This was certainly the case of the ice water in the bathtub and especially the description of rectal drug delivery -- details that did not seem to square with the autopsy findings and other investigative results. In addition, Ostrovsky was wrong on political issues, for example, describing a close friendship between Barschel and the then Chancellor Helmut Kohl.
Mossad trail seems to lead to a dead end
The Lübeck prosecutor’s office concluded in its final 1998 report: "With regard to the apparent scientific discrepancies described, Ostrovsky’s testimony is not credible." The Mossad trail led to a dead end.
But now a scientist is calling for a re-assessment of Ostrovsky statements. Hans Brandenberger, a Swiss chemistry professor and former toxicology expert in the Barschel investigation, has determined after years of poring over the case that there are striking parallels between Ostrovsky’s description and the chemical results that he is publishing in the "Welt am Sonntag" today for the first time.
Brandenberger is a specialist in metabolic research: He has studied the breakdown of chemicals in the human body. When the body absorbs substances, they are converted to other substances according to complex rules, split it into parts or incorporated into new molecules. Studying which substances are created, where they appear in the body, and how long the processes take, among other things, permits scientists to make inferences about the timing and types of medication.
Brandenberger had already come to the conclusion in his 1994 toxicology report for the Swiss Justice Department that Uwe Barschel was administered the lethal agent cyclobarbital (diazepam) last - much later than other sedatives and hypnotics. Cyclobarbital (diazepam) was in fact found in high concentrations in Barschel’s stomach in its undegraded form. It could not be found in his bladder. His body had apparently just started to break down this substance. Other drugs in the urine were more concentrated than in the blood and stomach - thus they were already in the body longer and already in the process of elimination. Brandenberger's conclusion: Barschel was unable to move when the lethal agent cyclobarbital (diazepam) entered his bloodstream. It would have been impossible to resist.
This view was controversial. Some experts would not go so far as Brandenberger. But there were also advocates. His thesis was certainly an important reason why in 1994 the Lübeck prosecutor’s office opened docket number "705.JS.33247/87" against unknown persons.
Now Brandenberger explains his case in a new article he wrote a few days ago. The toxicologist is not about the drop the case. In the last few years he repeatedly analyzed the chemical data and came across a new approach. He does not want to take it to the grave. "I owe the Barschel family that much," Brandenberger said.
He has not been able to unearth any new evidence. But after years of analyzing existing data, he has a new theory which he is presenting to the public for the first time in this newspaper. Following this, he plans to demonstrate his theories in chemical formulas and to publish them in a scientific journal.
Brandenberger thinks, on the basis of chemical findings, he can show not only how Barschel died but who killed him. This is based on a different drug which, years ago, was detected in Barschel’s urine but which was not thought to play a major role in the case: the potent, addictive sleep aid Noludar.
Brandenberger, who has researched the drug for years and published on it, writes that he had long been unable to explain why Noludar was not found in the bladder in its degraded (metabolized) form. The substance is usually converted very quickly in the body to various other substances. In addition, the researcher found it striking that Noludar was found in the urine but not in the stomach, as would have been expected for normal ingestion in the form of tablets.
Euthanasia rejected
As the now 89-year-old Brandenberger writes, it now appears that "the strong hypnotic Noludar was almost certainly administered rectally just before onset of death" -- well after the cyclobarbital (diazepam). Likely reason: the killers probably wanted to hedge against the possibility that Barschel was found before his death and his stomach pumped out. The Noludar would still remain in the body and would have significantly extended the toxic effects.
Brandenberger's conclusion is controversial: If it is correct it would disprove the popular theory that Uwe Barschel had taken his own life. Organizations for "humane death" work with similar drug combinations that Barschel had in his body -- but do not employ rectal administration.
Secondly, Brandenberger says, from the chemical analysis there is evidence of a well-planned murder executed by several people: in addition to the hypothesis of a difficult rectal administration, Barschel had to be administered cyclobarbital (diazepam) in a defenseless state. In all likelihood a procedure involving a stomach tube or the like. Brandenberger adds, "The chemical results point to a murder which (...) because of its complexity must be assumed to be that of a professional team, not a single person."
With Brandenberger's article, this is the first time a scientifically based confirmation of the controversial Ostrovsky Report has been presented. There are striking parallels between the Mossad book and his chemical investigation, according to Brandenberger. Ostrovsky describes a scenario that matches remarkably well with the analytical data. In other words, Brandenberger's research points a finger at the Mossad. The researcher emphasizes that his conclusions (murder, stomach tube, time-shifted delivery of drugs, finally a rectal delivery) had already been made before he knew of Ostrovsky’s book. If so, two sources have independently drawn pictures of the actual crime which are similar in the smallest of details.
Nevertheless, at first glance there still appear to be inconsistencies. For example, writes Brandenberger, the drug Noludar was not available in suppository form at the time of the crime. However, if you need to introduce Noludar per suppository - you could also dip a cotton ball in the knockout drops and introduce it that way – it has the same effect. Besides, the Mossad’s Ostrovsky writes about pills that could have been delivered via stomach tube to Barschel. There should have been visible residues of these in the stomach of the corpse. The Geneva court chemist who conducted toxicology tests on Barschel makes no mention of pill residue. However he didn’t write that there was no residue - and it’s impossible to determine now. Most of the stomach contents were discarded. Despite these apparent differences Ostrovsky’s description should be pursued, Brandenberger says.
Dubious arms deals
In Barschel’s case, as with any other suspicion of murder, we have to ask the question: what was the motive? Why did the Israeli secret service or someone else kill Barschel? After a smear campaign against his SPD opponent Bjorn Engholm and a sound election defeat, the CDU politician stood on the brink of political disaster. As a state Prime Minister he had already resigned. In this situation how could he be dangerous to anyone?
Many say that, yes, precisely because Barschel was so badly damaged, he was a threat. In the Lübeck prosecutor’s investigative file there are a number of statements that Barschel was somehow involved in dubious arms deals with transit going through Schleswig-Holstein. Depending on whom one asks, the Prime Minister was either aware of or participated in dirty deals with Czechoslovakia, the Apartheid regime in South Africa, or in the Middle East. Opinion is divided on whether Barschel had only grudgingly tolerated business that his predecessor as Prime Minister, Gerhard Stoltenberg (CDU), is said to have set in motion, or whether he was the driving force itself. There is no evidence for Barschel's involvement but there were numerous accounts from witnesses. Many see this as the motive for his murder. Barschel had wanted to use his upcoming testimony on the Pfeiffer-Kieler scandal to blow the whistle on what was going on.
If you believe the Mossad dropout, Victor Ostrovsky, it really was about Israel's secret business with a hostile Iran, under the name "Operation Hannibal." Israel had secretly delivered parts for F4 Phantom fighter planes to Tehran. Iran wanted to be able to strike harder in its war on Iraq. In order to disguise the origin of the armor, the delicate deliveries were carried out, among other places, via Kiel. In addition Israelis would be training Iranian pilots in flight simulators on German soil - again in Schleswig-Holstein.
Besides the Mossad, the German Federal Intelligence Service was involved in the business. When the matter became more widely known Barschel refused to go along with it and, after the Pfeiffer scandal, planned to make everything public. Mossad just couldn’t take the risk, says Ostrovsky.
The Lübeck prosecutor investigating the murder thus initially had sufficient reason for suspicion -- especially regarding the unknown participants. In the course of the investigation evidence accumulated that the CPU politician had not taken his own life. Nevertheless the case was dropped in 1998. The prosecution, however, can resume it any time new evidence comes to light. 
Dead witnesses, missing files
The death of Uwe Barschel was mysterious from the beginning and remains so to this day. Mysterious incidents kept occurring repeatedly which brought the investigation to a halt. Important witnesses died under mysterious circumstances, falling from windows or suffering heart attacks. Files disappeared. Archives went up in flames for no apparent reason. The more they tried, the stronger the investigators had the impression that intelligence agencies were pulling the strings - and still are.
The series of curiosities began with the evidence at the crime scene. It was "sloppy and disastrous", as “Der Spiegel” described it. In secret minutes of an October 16, 1987 meeting at the Swiss investigator’s office, which this paper has obtained, it was reported, for example, that there was no testing of the bath water. According to the Lübeck investigator’s files, not even the water temperature was measured. The police photographers’ images were underexposed and therefore useless.
Although Barschel had clearly visible bruising on the head, the Geneva investigators did not pursue the theory of violent death. Or that, in their own words, "we should take into account the fact that there was a broken button, a missing tie, stains on a blanket, and broken glass." Finger and palm prints were taken so amateurishly that they could not be used later.
Given these conditions, the Lübeck prosecutors speculated early on whether Geneva had intentionally given them incomplete evidence. The "Basler Zeitung" (BaZ) reported on October 15, 1987 of possible political influence: "According to reliable information the BaZ has obtained, high-ranking German political and judicial authorities let it be known via multiple channels that it would be in everyone's interests to regard the case as a suicide."
Only the Lübeck Attorney Heinrich Wille, who led the Barschel investigation from 1994 to 1998 in Germany, conducted a meticulous investigation. In his general report, he lists numerous indications of a violent death. Although he eventually dismissed the case because he could not find any evidence, he still regards the suspicion of murder as justified. "The tie on the corpse was tied in such a way that without some other reason the button would not have been ripped off. Moreover, the dead man had a hematoma on the right front side, which points to violence," Wille said.
His final report states that only diluted alcohol was found in the whiskey bottle in the room. It must have been cleaned out. Wille says: "Looking at Barschel's world there is no reason to assume he harbored suicidal thoughts. The decision to commit suicide would only have occurred at the earliest around the time he resigned as Prime Minister. But until his death he didn't have a chance to plan such a [complicated] suicide with or without help, as in this case." In particular, the drugs found in his body were not available in either Germany or Switzerland or Spain at the time. 
The head of agency, shortly to be officially retired, looked into the involvement of intelligence agencies in the 90’s in Barschel’s death. It reads like a thriller. In addition to the Mossad trail, he lists in his summary report investigations of East German state security, the Federal Intelligence Service (BND) and the American CIA. The statements suggest that a summit of high-level intelligence personnel took place on the weekend of the murder.
The South African arms dealer Dirk Stoffberg testified in a sworn affidavit that Barschel was summoned to Geneva by future CIA director and current U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates. Barschel had threatened to reveal information that would have embarrassed a number of governments and arms dealers. A psychological report concluded that Stoffberg was credible. But his affidavit could not be verified in court. He died shortly before appearing, in June of 1994. Official cause of death: he and his girlfriend committed a double suicide.
Mr. Gates’ plane ticket
The suspicion that the CIA man, Gates, was in Geneva on the weekend in question is raised by another passage in the investigative file. In it is mention of another passenger on the flight with the Barschel couple, a Mr. Gates. The Lübeck investigators obtained his ticket from the captain of the Lufthansa plane. The now retired pilot will no longer comment on the subject. His wife told this newspaper that she and her husband have been threatened. 
The trail to Gates was discussed as a possible motive for murder. The U.S. spy was involved in the so-called Iran-Contra scandal. In the 80's the Americans supported the right-wing Contras in Nicaragua with dirty money that came from arms deals with Iran. Did Uwe Barschel have insider information about it? In the Lübeck investigation file several witnesses speak of secret photos that Barschel was supposed to have shown a U.S. officer named Oliver North. North was one of the most important players in the Iran-Contra scandal. At the time he was in the White House as a member of the National Security Council responsible for coordinating covert operations. 

But even the East German state security is said to have been in Geneva that weekend, in the form of Peter Feuchtenberger, a former advisor of spy chief Markus Wolf. Feuchtenberger denies this vigorously. That Barschel had a particularly intense relationship with East Germany, however, is well documented. He traveled back to the East and was particularly happy in the Warnemünde "Neptun" Hotel, which was frequently used by the Stasi for meetings. The Lübeck investigators had evidence that weapon and embargo operations were discussed there. 

And their colleagues from the Federal Intelligence Service (BND) apparently joined them in Geneva in 1987. According to author Udo Ulfkotte in his book "Classified BND," according to a highly-placed Bonn official, at least one BND employee of Division 1 (Operational Intelligence) stayed at the Beau Rivage Hotel on the night of the killing. Ulfkotte's conclusion: "There must be a BND file on Barschel somewhere relating to events of the night of his killing. For a high ranking official, in the event he actually were tempted to discuss this in public, he would have his pension and his job threatened because he is bound to secrecy. In addition, he would receive a phone call reminding him simply of the 'high number of automobile accidents in Germany'." 

The BND replied, after being asked by the Lübeck prosecutor, that the statement was false. "Employees of the Federal Intelligence Service were not in Barschel’s hotel at the time in question." Then-BND President Hans-Georg Wieck said today that at the time there was no evidence of the involvement in the case by East German intelligence agencies or other states.
Heart attack in a brothel
However, the fact is that former top German agent Werner Mauss, who was an undercover hostage negotiator for the Federal Government, was in Geneva at the time of Barschel’s death. Mauss, who lived in a hotel adjoining the Beau Rivage, testified that his stay in Geneva was exclusively in a mediating role in a hostage rescue operation. Related to this is the fascinating story of Swiss private investigator Jean-Jacques Griessen, who worked (according to 1987 Lübeck Act files) for Werner Mauss.
According to a witness statement, he phoned Mauss the morning after Barschel’s death. The agent asked him to be ready "because something had happened." Griessen stated that he had prepared a room at the Beau Rivage with bugs and cameras on behalf of Mauss. The Lübeck investigators were eager to question the detective -- but that was not possible. The full report states: "Griessen could not be interviewed because he died of heart failure on 11.09.1992 in Zurich during a visit to a prostitute." Griessen had wanted to meet on the same day with a BKA [Bundeskanzersamt = Federal Bureau of Criminal Investigation] man and a Mossad agent. 
Despite these suspicious deaths, Brandenberger's chemical forensic murder evidence, evidence of multiple perpetrators in the hotel room and the presumption of murder by the chief investigator in Lübeck, some experts still doubt that Barschel's death was a criminal act. The newly retired Kiel Attorney General Erhard Rex said: "It is a known but regrettable fact that rumors fly whenever a celebrity dies under mysterious circumstances. [...] And so, after all the press coverage of Dr. Uwe Barschel's mysterious death, we find adventurers, story tellers, liars, and busybodies churning out their nebulous conspiracy theories. Based on the known facts, however, we can't conclude whether Barschel killed himself or was murdered." 

In order to find out, more investigation is needed. There are yet points to be discovered. For example, one could question former Mossad agent Victor Ostrovsky again, who now lives as a writer and publisher in Arizona. He told "Welt am Sonntag" he stood by his statements. Chemical expert Hans Brandenberger also suggests examining forensic evidence again and continuing toxicological analysis. For the Barschel family's lawyer, Justus Warburg, there are enough suspicious circumstances demanding the resumption of the case. The lawyer says: "The case must be solved. There is no statute of limitations on murder." 
