Knesset Argument: MK Hanin Zoabi prevented from speaking after her return from Gaza flotilla

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uZ1SUREOOQ 

(translation Dena Shunra, Shunra Media)

TV news anchor: A charged and stormy discussion was held in the Knesset Forum, especially about MK Haneen Zou’abi, who took part in it. MKs cursed and vilified and got personal, a few of them were removed from the hearing. [name?] summarizes the hearing and the riot, the likes of which has never been seen before. 

MK Eli Apallulu, Kadima: “Member of – I don’t know, it’s hard for me to say Member of Knesset – Haneen Zou’abi who from this moment should not be among us. We should vomit her out of this Knesset. She has come to represent – maybe the Hamas, maybe the Jihad…”

News anchor: A troupe of bodyguards accompanied the Member of Knesset Haneen Zou’abi in the course of the discussion and thereafter, for fear that [other MKs] would try to beat her.
MK Yulia Shmuelov-Berkowitz, Kadima 

“The blood of the people who died – you are the person who murdered them!” 

MK Miri Regev, Likud

“I suggest that MK Zou’abi listen very carefully to the words, and I hope to pronounce them correctly, um, in Arabic: Ruhi leRaza Ya Khaina [go to Gaza, you animal?] Traitor! That’s what you are! We don’t need traitors here in the Knesset of Israel.”

“Thank you very much, MK Regev.”

Anchor: And these were only some of the curses and vilifications absorbed today by MK Zou’abi. Not only condemnations of the flotilla but even ones directed below the belt. 

MK Yochanan Plessner, Kadima: “[Spend] one week in Gaza, and we’ll see what happens to you. One week in Gaza, a spinster, 38 years old, we’ll see how she’d be treated there.”

MK Anastasia Michaelli, please remove her from the podium. 

MK Zahalka! I call you to order!  

MK Anastasia Michaelli was forcibly removed from the plenum.

MK Zahalka – out! 

Terrorist!

Security. 

Terrorist! 

Go back to Russia! 

Members – MK Zou’abi! MK Zou’abi, I ask that you conduct yourself appropriately! I’m sitting here and protecting you, you won’t [???] here [???]

MK Anastasia Michaelli, Yisrael Beiteinu [Israeli, Our Home]

I think that you shouldn’t let a person talk – a person who betrays the country. We are a democratic country, but there is a limit to democracy and a person must not be allowed to speak from the Knesset podium and present the positions of the terror organizations.

MK Zahalka, I call you to order – a second time.

MK Michaelli was not the only one. MK Carmel Shama chaired the session and did not manage to control the MKs.

I call you to order a third time, please remove MK Zahalaka from the plenum. 

[pandemonium]

Anchor: A new low was recorded today in the Israeli-Palestinian dispute, it seemed that we almost saw blows inside the Knesset plenum. 

Comrades, please remove MK Hasson and Taleb A-Sana.

MK Yoel Hasson tried to be a smart-aleck and evade the orderlies, until they caught him, and removed him. 

Strong emotions were registered in the Knesset, and one after another excited MKs went to the podium. 

MK David Rotem, Yisrael Beiteinu

Gilad Shalit is in the hands of those who…

Please sum up. Please sum up.

And you did nothing. Villains.

MK Ilan Gilon, Meretz

You are crazy, you’ve taken leave of your senses, you lack all responsibility. You say things that kill people.

Anchor: The Arab MKs defended Zou’abi and emotions ran even higher. 

MK Jamal Zahalka, Balad

Listen carefully, MK Zou’abi deserves commendation for two reasons. 

The first is that she fulfilled her moral and political duty. And she went against…

[interjection by MK Michael Ben-Ari:] She’ll receive the Hamas prize. The Hamas prize is what she’ll get. [gesticulates wildly.]

[Speaker] Comrades! Comrades!

…against the siege of Gaza. 

[MK shouts indistinctly]

We’ve heard you, MK.

We can’t go on like this, Mr. Speaker. 

Indeed, we cannot go on like this. MK Berkowitz! 

Anchor: After a short break, MK Haneen Zou’abi again tried to come to the podium and speak. The MKs simply would not let her do so. 

MK Haneen Zou’abi, Balad

I will say every word that I want to say.

Please! Congregants, do not interfere. Knesset, as of this moment I do not permit interjetions.

Reuven Rivlin, Speaker of the Knesset

Let her speak! The power of a democracy lies in our ability to hear. Believe me. Believe me. I have more seniority in this building than you do. It is an emergency. An emergency for the Knesset. The Knesset must be able to complete its discussions. 

One after the other, MKs were removed from the plenum. 

MK Berkowitz, you do not have the capacity – leave the plenum, calm down. MK [?], get out. Show her where there’s coffee outside. 

I sent you out! Take [MK Aryeh] Bibi. He didn’t understand it, so please take him out. 

MK Hasson, go out and calm down outside. I don’t want to take you out, go out on your own. 

MK Rotem isn’t outside?!? He isn’t outside?!? MK, take yourself more time to calm down. 

You’re hiding behind immunity! Hiding behind immunity! 

Thank you. Congregants. 

No touching! [?] MK Hasson! 

Anchor: But finally, the discussion was cut short. One could even see Zou’abi, who maintained the appearance of dignity throughout the entire discussion, shedding a small tear. 

And thus a rift was formed between the Arab MKs and the Jewish ones in the Knesset building. It is doubtful whether anyone would go through the corridors and greet Zou’abi with “shalom” next time they see her. 

MK Aryeh ELad, Haihud Haleumi [Nationalis Union]

The blue and white flag is yours. You are in the state of the Jews, even if it turns your stomach. Hatikva is the song that is your national anthem, even if your heart fails at the thought. And if you don’t like it? Drink up the sea of Gaza. 

