Who Are You, Mr. X?

Ynet has learned that a man is imprisoned in wing 15 of Ayalon Prison, isolated from the world and from other prisoners, with no one knowing his identity. A Prison Service official: "It is frightening that in 2010 someone is jailed without our knowing who he is"
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Nobody knows who Mr. X. is. Ynet has learned that a man has been imprisoned for some time in wing 15 of Ayalon Prison but nobody knows who he is and what charges he is being jailed for. Nobody talks to him, nobody sees him, nobody visits him, nobody knows he is in jail. "He was placed in full and complete separation from the outside world," said an Israel Prison Service official.

To enter the wing where the detainee is being held, you have to pass the jailers on the southern side of the prison and go through double iron doors. Unlike regular separation wings, where prisoners can talk loudly between the cells or see the goings-on in the corridors with mirrors, wing 15 has only one cell without neighboring cells and without a corridor, so that whoever is jailed in it is completely isolated from any living being.

"I don't know any other prisoner or IPS detainee held in such severe conditions of separation and isolation," said a Prison Service official. "There is confidentiality surrounding the detainee in wing 15 in every respect, including his identity and the crimes he committed. I doubt even the jailers in charge of him know who he is. There is too much confidentiality surrounding him. It is scary that in 2010 a man is imprisoned in Israel without us even knowing who he is."

The official said, "it is simply a person without a name and without an identity who was placed in complete and absolute isolation from the outside world. We don't know if he gets visits, if he gets the rights that every detainee deserves by law and if anybody even knows he is in jail." The IPS declined to divulge who the person jailed there is. Its spokesman, Lt. Col. Yaron Zamir, said: "The IPS does not provide information about locations and names out of security considerations."

Mr. X. is being kept in the wing originally built in order to jail Prime Minister Rabin's assassin, Yigal Amir. Amir was jailed in the same cell under heavy security, with security cameras in the cell until December 2006, when he was moved to the separate wing at Rimonim prison in the Sharon district. The cell in wing 15 is relatively large and, in the case of Amir, his family met him in the cell so that he would not have to be taken out during visits.
