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NATIONAL RABBINIC AND SYNAGOGAL ORGANIZATIONS JOIN IN COMMON CALL 
TO PREVENT A NUCLEAR IRAN
 

New York, September 4, 2009 … In a demonstration of unity and common commitment, the nine major rabbinic and congregational organizations released a declaration “calling upon American Jews to make Iran a matter of the highest urgency.” Coming shortly before the High Holidays, this call to action takes on even greater significance. 
 

The organizations declare that they support President Obama’s diplomatic initiatives, but also are convinced that the Government must take the lead in increasing economic and diplomatic pressure on the Iranian regime at this time, because “we are convinced that the Government of Iran is an increasing threat to us all.” The organizations identify eight actions for American Jews to undertake, including:  mobilizing their communities; contacting their elected officials about the importance of divestment from Iran and tightening sanctions against banks and industries that do business with Iran; writing letters to the editor and op-ed pieces supporting diplomatic and financial pressure on Iran; and displaying signage on institutional and synagogue property urging that we prevent a nuclear Iran. 
 

Coordinated by Rabbi Joel Meyers, Executive Vice President Emeritus of the Rabbinical Assembly, on behalf of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Iran, the statement is signed by the Central Conference of American Rabbis, the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation, the National Council of Young Israel, the Rabbinical Assembly, the Rabbinical Council of America, the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association, the Union for Reform Judaism, the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America and the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. 
 
Expressing the importance of the collaborative nature of this statement, Rabbi Meyers said, “The religious leadership of our Jewish community, with one voice, is urging our people to continue all efforts to confront the danger posed by a nuclear Iran.”
 
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations Chairman Alan Solow and Executive Vice Chairman Malcolm Hoenlein praised the statement and Rabbi Meyers’ efforts noting the strong sense of common purpose demonstrated by this action and the work of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Iran. This statement underscores that the threat of an Iran with nuclear weapons is a top priority concern. 
 
“This statement reflects a broad consensus within the Jewish community in addressing the danger of a nuclear Iran. This concern was heightened by the blatant violation of human rights that was perpetuated in the aftermath of the Iranian elections. We hope the call issued by these organizations and their leaders will be echoed in synagogues across the United States during the upcoming High Holidays and that Jewish organizations on the national and local level will work to implement this action program. This important declaration reinforces the efforts to mobilize the Jewish communities to participate in the National Jewish Leadership Advocacy Day on Iran in Washington, DC, on September 10th, as well as nationwide Stand for Freedom in Iran rallies on September 24th. The shared commitment demonstrated by the leaders of these rabbinic and congregational organizations should inspire and motivate us all. This issue is the primary challenge of our time. We must do all we can to mobilize support in this country and around the world to stop Iran’s rapid advance toward a nuclear weapons capacity,” said Solow and Hoenlein. 
 
“We thank Rabbi Joel Meyers, Executive Vice President Emeritus of the Rabbinical Assembly, for taking the lead in this effort, bringing together these organizations from across the religious spectrum, in order to develop and secure this declaration,” they added. 
 

Attached is the complete statement. 
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The Conference of Presidents is the central coordinating body representing 51 national Jewish organizations on issues of national and international concern.
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