1110 37th Avenue

Seattle, WA  98122-5231

 


July 28, 2004
Ms. Elizabeth Edwards
Kerry-Edward Campaign

901 15th Avenue NW

Washington, DC  20005

Dear Ms. Edwards,

My wife and I are strong supporters of your husband’s campaign.  I have read that you are a refreshingly candid, straightforward and informal person.  Therefore, I’m going to be equally so in presenting an issue that is very close to our hearts: infertility.

While I understand that the issue of infertility is a very private one and you may not wish to speak very expansively about your own personal experience, I want you to know how proud those of us who suffer/ed from it are to hear of your success in conceiving Jack and Emma Claire using fertility treatment.  No one has the right to tell another infertile person how they should deal with the issue of presenting their experience to the outside world and I hesitate to even pursue the matter further here in this letter.

But there is so much ignorance and outright hostility towards the infertile in our society and the entire world.  There is so much that can be done to educate those who’ve never experienced this scourge.  And those like yourself, should they choose to do so, could make a big difference.

Let me mention only a few areas where the infertile suffer unnecessarily:

1. Only 12 states mandate HMO coverage for infertility.  My own state, Washington, does not cover infertility and we’ve had to cover the expenses ourselves, which is an enormous financial drain.  Such unfair HMO rules prevent the less privileged from experiencing the joy that comes from a successful fertility treatment such as the ones that you and I have had.  If we say that we want to nurture families and encourage people to have children, the how can we square such a policy with that sentiment?  Your family and mine could afford the tremendous expense of such medical treatment.  But there are tens of thousands of women who could benefit but cannot pursue this recourse.  This is terribly unjust in my opinion.  Perhaps you might use your bully pulpit in some way to make Americans aware of this unfair predicament.

2.  Dr. Jamie Grifo, our fertility specialist from the NYU Medical Center, is pursuing ground breaking research called nuclear transfer by which a fertile woman’s egg could be combined with some of the DNA of an infertile woman, thus allowing the latter to conceive a child who would contain her DNA.  My wife, whose eggs are no longer viable at the age of 48, would benefit tremendously from such a procedure.  However, the federal government has let Dr. Grifo know that he cannot receive federal funds to pursue it because some of the procedures he uses in his research might also be used to close a human being.  As a result, he has felt compelled to farm out his research to Chinese scientists not constrained by our benighted federal policies.  Even the New York Times has written an ill-informed editorial criticizing his research.  How can medical knowledge advance when morality, religion and politics combine to stifle it?   Since the Democratic Convention has rightfully embraced Ron Reagan, Jr.’s message of the need for free and open stem cell research, I wonder whether the issue of nuclear transfer and the tremendous benefits it would bring to tens of thousands of  infertile women like my wife, might not be added to the Party’s (and your own) agenda?
I have written several posts in my blog, Tikun Olam: Make the World a Better Place (http://www.richardsilverstein.com), on these subjects.  Should you or your staff wish to read them I’d be honored if you would do so:

Elizabeth Edwards and Infertility: http://www.richardsilverstein.com/tikun_olam/2004/07/elizabeth_edwar.html 

Infertility Research: New York Times Gets it Wrong: http://www.richardsilverstein.com/tikun_olam/2003/10/new_york_times__1.html 

The Infertility Nightmare and the Nuclear Transfer Dream: http://www.richardsilverstein.com/tikun_olam/2003/10/the_infertility.html 
I hope something I’ve written here strikes a chord for you and you might see your way toward participating in this public debate in a public and forthright way.
Sincerely yours,

Richard Silverstein

206 324 7549

richards1052@comcast.net 

